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VI.— THE ENDINGS -ERE AND -ERUNT IN 
DACTYLIC HEXAMETER. 

Both endings of the third person plural of the perfect indicative 
-ere and -erunt are used in the hexameter, but are not of equal 
value in the composition of the verse. The greater frequency of 
-ere indicates a desire to increase the number of dactyls, espe- 
cially in the fifth foot. In prose, personal preferences are in 
many instances clearly marked. Wolfflin, Archiv 14, 478, cites 
for the prose of Petronius 13 occurrences of -ere while -erunt is 
used 86 times. This is in marked contrast with the poetry where 
-ere is freely used, 1 while -erunt is found 

127, 5 albaque de viridi riserunt lilia prato ; 
and 128, 7 mox ubi fugerunt elusam gaudia mentem. 

Verbs with these endings generally have the poetical accent on 
the penult, although those beginning lines are exceptions as are 
some occurrences elsewhere : 

Lucr. 2, 73 unde abeunt minuunt, quo venere augmine 
donant ; 
6, 402 an simul ac nubes successere, ipse in eas turn ; 
6, 508 multa modis multis convenere undique ad- 
aucta. 
Sil. Ital. 15, 352 haec ubi sedere, ardentes attollere sese ; 

16, 42 imperfecta. Supercontexere herbida lapsos/ 
pondera. 

The ending -ere occurs most frequently in the fifth foot, some- 
what less frequently in the second and third, and occasionally in 
the fourth and sixth. The e is in the arsis of the first in the case 

1 Cecidere 109; emicuere 127 ; fregere 119, 22 and 123, 187; incaluere 123, 
189; intremuere 124, 271; maduere 136; metuere 108; quaesiverc \2$, 265; 
sonuere 122, 180; stufuere 123, 191; surripuert 119, 21; see also Frag. 
XXVIII.* 9 invenere. 
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of a few trisyllables, and always with elision of the final e. 1 In 
the sixth foot only trisyllabic verbs with short antepenults are 
admitted, excepting by Lucretius and Catullus. Latin had a 
very limited supply of such verbs, and after the time of Lucretius 
only three such words 2 are used in the hexameter. When the 
e gives the thesis for the second foot, the verb is usually of four 
or five syllables, though a trisyllable with long antepenult and 
preceded by a monosyllable gives a spondee at the beginning 
of the line, as in 

Verg. A. 6, 163 Ut venere, vident indigna morte peremptum ; 
Ovid Met. 3, 574 hunc dixere tamen comitem famulumque 

sacrorum ; 
Stat. Theb. 1, 645 Has egere vias. Ego sum, qui caede subegi. 

Sometimes the verb is quadrisyllabic and a dactyl is formed, 
as in 

Verg. A. 1, 130 nee latuere doli fratrem Iunonis et irae. 

The trisyllable is rarely preceded by a dissyllable : Verg. G. 

2, 501 sponte tulere; A. 11, 186 more tulere; Ovid Met. 12, 154 
sacra tulere; Sil. Ital. 9,410 arma fuere; 13,656 ulla fuere ; 
Lucr. 4, 854 [nata dedere]. 

In the fourth foot the final e is elided in about 40$ of the 
occurrences, though there is generally elision in Lucretius and 
Vergil, and in a majority of the instances in Statius. When the 
vowel is not elided it is followed in about three-fourths of the 
passages by c, p or s. Vergil has only c: G. 1, 183 fodere 
cubilia ; A. 4, 346 iussere capessere ; A. 6, 274 posuere cubilia. 

1 Coepere Lucr. 5, 287; Verg. B. 7, 19; Ovid Met. 8, 760; Sil. Ital. 7, 355; 
Fecere: Verg. G. 4, 272; Ovid Met. 14, 638 ; Odere Verg. A. 4, 321 ; Videre: 
Verg. A. 12, 447; Ovid Met. 11, 305; Val. Flac. 8, 325; and from Silius 
Italicus duxere t6, 551 ; iuvere 7, 390 ; 14, 274 ; sensere 9, 453 ; venere 3, 265. 

"'■Dedere: Lucr. 1, 737; 5, mo; 5, 1340; Verg. G. 1, 287; 3, 83; 3, 115; 

3, 247 I 3, 378 : 4, 204 ; A. 1, 398 ; 2, 243 ; 2, 566 ; 3, 238 ; 3, 337 ; 3, 566 ; 

9, 292 ; 9, 686 ; 10, 488 ; 11, 190 ; 12, 696 ; Ovid Met. 2, 675 ; 3, 207 ; 3, 315 ; 

4, 79; 7. 495; 15, 617; Claudian XV. 52; XXIV. 104; XXX. 37. Fuere 
Lucr. 1, 234; 2, 298; 4, 1019; 5, 325; Verg. A. 8, 324; Ovid. Met. 8, 711; 

10, 75 ; Lucan 10, 498 . Claudian VIII. 334 ; XX. 242 ; XXIV. 202 ; XXVIII. 
103. Tulere Verg. A. 2, 131; 5, 582; 11, 800; Claudian VIII. 310; XXVI. 
391 ; XXXV. 260. Dissiluere Lucr. 1, 391 ; interiere 3, 937 ; procubuere I, 291 ; 
exiluere Catullus 62, 8. 
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Statius has c and s, while Claudian has c, p and s, one occur- 
rence with v XXVIII. 346 fluxere vaporibus, and one instance of 
elision XXVI. 107 

semper ab his famae petiere insignia bellis. 

Verbs ending in -erunt generally have the metrical accent on 
the penult, though this is sometimes an irrational short, and 
sometimes it ends the foot, as in 

Lucr. 4, 531 ire foras ubi coeperunt primordia vocum ; 
Val. Flac. 4, 374 flevit Amymone flerunt Messeides undae. 

The ending -erunt is excluded from the fifth foot, and occurs 
but rarely in the third. Most of the writers examined do not 
admit it at all at this point. It occurs freely in the last foot while 
more than half the occurrences are in the fourth, giving a spondee 
at that point, though there may be a dactyl as in Stat. Theb. 
11, 673 horruit instinctu rabido steteruntque trementes. Other 
occurrences of short e in the penult are not uncommon, especially 
in the earlier writers and chiefly when the verb is four or five 
syllables long. Such penults are found chiefly in the first 1 and 
second 2 feet. When the shortened penult is in the third 3 foot 
the verb is generally trisyllabic. In the sixth foot * -erunt occurs 

1 A bstulerunt Ovid Met. 6, 617; constiterunt Lucr. 5, 415; Verg. A. 3, 681 ; 
deciderunt Lucr. 5, 193; dididerunt Lucr. 6, 2; defuerunt Ovid Met. 6, 585; 
Sil. Ital. 14, 207; dtsierunt Lucr. 4, 402; exciderunt Stat. Theb. 3, 302; exci- 
erunt Lucr. 4, 37; inciderunt Lucr. 6, 1174; occiderunt 3, 1028; pertulerunt 
Sil. Ital. 10, 61 ; polluerunt Val. Flac. 4, 457 ; prodiderunt Lucr. 3, 87 ; profit- 
erunt Sil. Ital. 5, 264; transtulerunt Lucr. 3, 134; and if not pronounced as a 
trisyllable miscuerunt Verg. G. 2, 129; 3, 283; Sil. Ital. 14, 45. 

1 Absciderunt Stat. Theb. 5, 274; adnuerunt Hor. Sat. I, 10, 45 ; Sil. Ital. 
16, 700; dtderunt Lucr. 4, 974 ; 6, 4; destiterunt Lucr. 4, 975; exciderunt Stat. 
Theb. 7, 801 ; exierunt Lucr. 6, 120; fuerunt Lucr. 5, 474 ; 5, 677 ; institerunt 
Lucr. 1, 406; steterunt Verg. A. 2, 774; 3, 48; Lucan 4, 771 ; Stat. Theb. 10, 
688; Sil. Ital. 14, 519. 

3 Dederunt Hor. Ep. 1, 4, 7 ; fuerunt Lucr. 5, 878; inciderunt Lucr. 6, 351 ; 
steterunt Verg. 10, 334 ; tulerunt Verg. B. 4, 61. 

* Dederunt Ovid Met. 9, 756 ; 12, 334; Stat. Silv. 4, 1, 45 ; Sil. Ital. 5, 201 ; 
11,364; 16,701. Fuerunt Lucr. I, 467; 4, 1251 ; 5, 1283; Hor. Sat. 1, 5, 43; 
Ovid Met. 1, 121; 2,333; 2,666; 4, 396; 6, 716; 9, 586; 13, 151; 15, 18; 
15, no ; Juv. 8, 254. Tulerunt Verg. B. 5, 34 ; G. 2, 422 ; 2, 454 ; A. I, 605 ; 
Hor. Ep. 2, 1, 246 ; Ovid Met. 7, 501 ; n, 661 ; Lucan 3,646; 4, 818 ; 7, 314; 
Sil. Ital. 9, 590; n, 523. Quierunt Verg. A. 6, 102; 6,328; 7,6; 11,300; 
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rather more freely than -ere, and a larger number of different 
verbs are used. 
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The table shows the number of occurrences noticed for the 
different writers examined, and though not including all that 
might be included, it indicates sufficiently clearly the general 
attitude toward the two endings, as well as some of the individual 
preferences. The shorter ending occurs about four times as 

Stat. Theb. 6, 798 ; Val. Flac. 2, 404 ; Sil. Ital. 7, 253. Locarunt Lucr. 

1, 1022; 5,420; Lucan 6, 413. Negarunt Lucan 8, 863; Ovid Met. 3, 574 ; 
13, 131; Sil. Ital. 4, 367; 16, 549. Probarunt Ovid Met. 8, 616; Stat. Silv. 
5, I, 69. Putartmt Lucr. I, 635 ; 1, 705 ; I, 708. Norunt Stat. Theb. 7, 169; 
Sil. Ital. 2, 485; 14, 141(F). BiberuntVerg. B. 3, m. Flerunt Stat. Silv. 

2, 1, 175. Impleverunt Ovid Met. 7, 114. With the exception of minuerunt 
Lucr. 5, 415 ; voluerunt 5, 1347 ; and perhaps venerunt 1, 1077 (see Lachmann 
ad loc), other scattering examples end in -arunt or -orunt. Lucretius has 
crearunt 2, 1 155 ; imperitarunt 3, 1028 ; nominitarunt 6, 424 ; notarunt 5, 695 ; 
pararunt 5, 1011 ; rogarunt 6, 3; Ovid Met. ixhalarunt 6, 247; vacarunt 

10, 43; Verg. A. 10, 419 sacrarunt; Sil. Ital. amarunt 14, 466; remorunt 

11, 176; and perhaps morunt 14, 141. 

23 
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frequently as the longer, and Lucretius distributes them the most 
evenly through the verse. He also shortens the penult in -erunt 
the most freely, and with Ovid and Silius Italicus has the largest 
proportion at the beginning as well as at the end of lines. 
Claudian has only -ere at the end and Vergil prefers it. The 
satirists, excepting Persius, take a more immediate view than do 
the epic writers of the events described and have less occasion to 
use the perfect. There is a difference between the Satires and 
Epistles in the distribution of the two endings in the second foot, 
and at this point Lucan also differs from some of the other 
writers who use the endings about the same number of times. 

R. B. Steele. 

Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. 



